
CATHOLIC	PARISH	OF	HOLY	CROSS,	

ST	MATTHEW	AND	ST	GILBERT,	ECCLES	

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR A  Morning Prayer Week 4 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Ma hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES 
"Let us acknowledge our sins." This is the formal introduc4on 
to the Peniten4al Rite, at the start of Mass. The idea is famil-
iar to us as Catholics, but if we take a step back and ask our-
selves what we are doing, it seems a strange star4ng point 
for a celebra4on. How can we enjoy a party if we cannot get 
in without acknowledging that we do not really deserve to be 
there at all? 

It is all about forgiveness. We do not "acknowledge our 
sins" in order to feel depressed; we do not do it to paralyse 
our enthusiasm – we simply recall how o�en we have needed 
God's forgiveness in our lives, how much we have benefited 
from his forgiveness. We recognise our need, and we give 
thanks for the gi�. 

Recognising our own faults and failings and receiving the 
strength from God to tackle them is the star4ng point from 
which we become a forgiving people. It is the death of all 
bi erness, the destruc4on of everything that would eat away 
at our heart from within. It teaches us to find a joy that does 
not depend upon deserving, and does not need to be earned; 
a joy that we can share without charge with every other sin-
ner we meet. It is where we begin to live out the challenge of 
the Lord's Prayer: "Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us." 

But it is not easy. Pretending to have forgiven when our 
hearts are telling us something different can be just as dam-
aging as refusing to forgive at all. 

NEW FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAMME 
As we keep the families from last year’s Sacramental Pro-
gramme in our prayers, we are now preparing to launch the 
new programme for children in Year 3 (and any slightly older 
children who for any reason did not complete the pro-
gramme last year). We invite parents to a#end ONE of the 
following three mee(ngs: 
1. Tuesday Sept. 26th, 2.40pm at Holy Cross & All Saints’ 
 School  

3. Thursday Sept. 28th, 6.30pm at Holy Cross Church 

PARISH DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
Our annual Day of Recollec4on for 2017 is coming up on 
Tuesday 10th October, from 10.30am un4l 2.30pm at Holy 
Cross, and will be led by Sister Teresa Bri ain of the Congre-
ga4on of Our Lady of Sion. It will take as it’s theme 
“Embracing Change,” with reference to the Bishop’s prayer, 
“Stay with us, Lord on our journey.” The cost will be £5 to 
cover expenses, and lunch will be included. For catering pur-
poses, please sign up on the list at the back of church if you 
would like to a end. (Members of other parishes are, of 
course, welcome to join us for this day, which promises to be 
a wonderful opportunity for prayer and spiritual renewal). 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Michael, Moya 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am:  Paul, Marion 

OFFERTORY 
Collec(on:  9th/10th September:  Please see print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: The Bishops’ Conference 
Next week: CAFOD—disasters relief 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar4n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 4me 

 COMMUNITY HALL CARETAKER 
We are delighted to announce that, following interview 
last week, Mr Steve Jackson has been appointed to the 
new posi4on of Caretaker at the parish hall, and will be 
taking over responsibility from Anne over the next few 
weeks. We are immensely grateful to Anne for all her hard 
work over the years, and look forward to advancing her 
good work with Steve. Please give him a warm welcome! 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar4n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar4n@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mr Paul Boardman 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Wed, 10am-4pm) 
 Email:     secretary@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the website. 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 4mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  All enquiries to Mrs Anne Benyon 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma#hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro�     Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Rep:   Sharon Devlin 
            Email:    sharon@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 18th September) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis(c Service 

Tuesday:   9.15am Class Mass  at St Gilbert’s School. All welcome 

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi(on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  

Thursday:   6.00pm Evening Mass at St Ma#hew’s for the Parish Feastday of St Ma hew 

Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross  followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

Saturday (daytime):11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00am-11.50am at St Ma hew’s 
and 6.00pm-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

HOME MISSION SUNDAY TODAY 
The Home Mission Office exists to help the Church through-
out England and Wales to share the joy of the Gospel. It can 
seem daun4ng to share such a personal part of our lives as 
our faith in Jesus Christ. However, we could pray for the 
people we carry in our hearts to encounter him for them-
selves. Prayer cards and ‘prayer maps’ for the family are 
available from the back of church. There will also be a re4r-
ing collec4on, and the money received will be used to en-
sure that the Catholic Faith Centre is resourced and is able 
to respond to those who have ques4ons about the Faith. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH COMMITTEE PROJECT 

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
The building project is well underway at Holy Cross and All 
Saints’ School to try to address the shorUall of places for 
Catholic children in Eccles. Do, please, be aware that it is 
essen(al, when applying for a place for your bap4sed Cath-
olic child, to name three Catholic primary schools in your 
applica4on, otherwise if your first choice is oversubscribed, 
you will most probably not get a place in a Catholic school. 

THANK YOU 
...from Richard to all who sponsored his Triathlon, sup-
por4ng “Aid to the Church in Need”. It was a wonderful oc-
casion, and the amount raised will be announced soon.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Classes will begin in October for any adult wishing to be 
bap4sed or received into the Church. Time is now running 
short if you, or someone you know, would like to register. 
Please speak to Fr Mar4n. 

PARISH MINIBUS 
We are pleased to announce that the parish minibus is now 
coming into service and, as ventures are announced, we 
would s4ll love to hear from any more volunteer drivers 
who might be able to help us out. Please speak to Fr Mar4n 
if you are interested. 
Trips for our older people are now being arranged, and 
dates will be announced soon. 
1 Excursion for a fish & chip lunch. 
2 Bridgwater Hall for an a�ernoon concert. 
3 Brookhouse Community Centre for (free) tea and en-

tertainment. 
There will be a voluntary collec4on towards fuel costs on 
the return journeys. 
We also hope, soon, to be able to offer liBs to church to 
those who may benefit from this, but another driver to join 
a rota for these runs would be greatly appreciated. 

DIOCESAN LAY LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME 
A part of the way forward for parishes as they get bigger 
with fewer priests, will be the development of leadership 
teams—parishioners trained in all aspects of parish leader-
ship. A programme of training  is beginning in this deanery, 
and we are delighted that Marie (who works in the parish 
office), Bridget (from the Sacramental Programme team), 
and Rachel (from our youth team) will be represen4ng our 
parish on this programme.


